
When writing academic essays you will be expected to present coherent arguments by 

linking ideas together. You will also be required to point out similarities; highlight 

differences; justify statements and provide examples and conclusions. 

The following words are useful for developing linkage in your writing: 

When you want to add to your argument or emphasise a statement 

...and, also, as well as, moreover, further, furthermore, in addition, additionally, next, 

secondly, thirdly. 

When you want to make comparisons 

...similarly, likewise, in the same way, equally. 

When you want to highlight contrast 

...although, for all that, however, on the contrary, conversely, otherwise, yet, but, even so, 

despite. 

When you want to show differences or similarities 

...yet, even so, despite, notwithstanding. 

When providing reasons 

...for this reason, to this end, for this purpose, because, since, so that. 

When explaining results 

...as, as a consequence, as a result, hence, therefore, thus, inevitably, so. 

When providing examples 

...for example, for instance, in other words, by way of illustration, such as, this 

demonstrates. 

When drawing conclusions 

...as has been noted, finally, in brief, in short, to summarise, consequently, therefore, in 

conclusion, so, in other words, accordingly. 
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Reporting verbs 

When introducing references into the text (citing) you should choose suitable 'reporting' 

verbs as these can: 

 strengthen the arguments you are presenting 

 help the reader understand why the source is relevant. 

Some verbs are neutral: 

 Smith (2004) describes... 

 Jones (1999, p 3) states... 

 Green (2002) defines... 

Some verbs draw attention to the author's viewpoint: 

 Harris (2001) argues... 

 O'Neill (1997) disputed... 

 Jackson (2003) conceded... 

Some verbs give information about the author's work: 

 Holmes (2000) investigated... 

 Church (1998) evaluated... 

 McColl (2002) estimated... 

Some verbs highlight the author's viewpoint: 

 Brown (2001) believes... 

 McAllister (1996) recognised... 

 Smith (2004) predicted... 

Other useful reporting verbs (use present or past tense as appropriate) 

 analyse/analysed 

 compares/compared 

 comments/commented 

 concludes/concluded 
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 criticises/criticised 

 demonstrates/demonstrated 

 discusses/discussed 

 illustrates/illustrated 

 indicates/indicated 

 notes/noted 

 observes/observed 

 points out/pointed out 

 reports/reported 

 shows/showed 

 suggests/suggested 

 validates/validated 

 verifies/verified 

 


