
Sample Oral Examination Questions 

What new subjects, if any, would you include in the school curricula? 

A woman can do any job that a man does. Do you think so? Are women still disadvantaged in the world in 

some ways? 

Which jobs do you think are worth the highest salaries and which have the highest worth to society? 

How important is friendship to you? Are you a loner or do you need to be the centre of attention? How 

many friends do you really need? 

Is education a right or a privilege? 

„You are what you wear.‟ True? What do your clothes say about you? Are you a fashion victim? 

Are educational qualifications just a piece of worthless paper? 

What do you think of teenagers in your country? Is their behaviour better or worse compared to 15-20 

years ago? 

What are the most troublesome transportation problems in modern cities? Suggest possible solutions. 

What sort of holidays do you like to go on? Why? What do you normally take with you? 

What things can go wrong on holiday? Have any of them happened to you? 

Do you agree with the saying, “Life begins at forty?” Are you still mentally and physically able to do 

everything you want? 

Describe the advantages and disadvantages of youth and old age. 

Is an only child a lonely child? What are the advantages and disadvantages of being one? 

What are the most important things that parents can teach their children? 

What are the advantages and disadvantages of living alone? 

Describe the good and bad aspects of your own education. 

What would you have liked to study (that you didn‟t study)? Why? 

What does learning to cook bring to your life and the lives of others? 

Which jobs do you think will have disappeared in 20 years‟ time? 



What should someone keep in mind when choosing a career? 

Which jobs/careers appeal to you the most and which the least? Justify your answer. 

Should parents ever hit or smack their children? Is it banned in your country? 

How would you punish parents who abuse their own children? 

What, if anything, do YOU do to keep healthy? 

“An apple a day keeps the doctor away.” Discuss the importance of a healthy diet. 

What are the best and worst features of TV in Poland? 

Does television have any influence on the way you behave or think? 

Why are some animals endangered? How can we save them? 

Is Poland a nation of animal lovers? 

What does keeping a pet teach a child? Which animals make the best pets? 

Is keeping animals in captivity justified? Are circuses still a good idea? 

What are some causes and consequences of pollution? How can an individual fight it? 

What do you do to protect the environment? Do you recycle, for example? 

What do you feel are the worst emotional problems of being a teenager/adult? 

Should news reports show shocking pictures of death, injury, cruelty, etc? Why (not)? Is this necessary 

entertainment? 

What have been your best and worst experiences of travel? What made them so good/bad? 

Who would you tell your secrets and personal problems to? Your family or your friends? Is it easier to tell 

friends about your worries? 

What are the main reasons, if any, to have children? 

Do you believe that a healthy body means a healthy mind, too? 

What are the benefits of living in the big city, and conversely, what might you like about living in the 

countryside? 



Does your head or heart rule your mind? 

Do you work to live or live to work? 

What do you think about the Polish diet? Is Polish food the best in the world? What do you think about 

British cuisine? 

Can you iron, use a washing machine or a dishwasher? Or can you sew a button on a shirt? Are we relying 

too much on technology to do everyday tasks for us? 

How would you describe your fashion sense? Are you a trend setter or is fashion not important for you? 

How often do you go clothes shopping? 

Do you sometimes think that the happiest people in the world are stupid? Why might this be? Do you 

think that being too intelligent can be a problem in life? 

What means „home‟ for you? Your parents‟ place or your own? Maybe somewhere else? 

What do you think is „high‟ culture and what is „low‟ culture? Do you feel the need to be „cultured‟ and 

explore lots of different things? 

What do you like about Polish culture compared to other countries? Do you like or admire the culture of 

another country? 

Is going to the pub or nightclub less cultured than going to the opera or theatre, in your opinion? 

Do you think that Poland has the perfect combination of elements i.e. the sea, forests and lakes, and the 

mountains? Does its physical geography make it a great place to live? 

In which situations are you too emotional? Do you ever lose your temper? Is too much emotion a sign of 

weakness? 

Which do you think are the most important discoveries and inventions of the 20th Century? What would 

you like to see invented in the future? 

Do you think it is acceptable to test cosmetics on animals? How do you feel about the use of animals for 

medical research? 

What do you think of hunting? Would you eat an animal that you killed yourself? 

What do you think is interesting about your culture? What is one thing that you would change about your 

culture if you could? 

In your opinion what size city is best to live in? Why? 



What are some differences between living in the city and living in the country? 

What is your attitude towards cheating? How should parents and teachers react? 

What are the advantages and disadvantages of having students wear uniforms? 

Are you pressured by your family to act in a certain way? Did your family have an influence on your choice 

of studies or career? 

What impact has divorce and/or modern day living had on the family? 

What would you do or feel if you were refused entry to somewhere because of what you are wearing? 

What‟s the difference between a fad and fashion? Do you follow fads when it comes to clothing? 

What is the most unusual thing you've ever eaten? Did it taste good or bad? 

Why do you think childhood obesity is becoming such a problem throughout the world? Is it a problem in 

Poland? 

If you could change anything about your present home, what would it be? 

What makes 'a house' into 'a home'? 

What effect does stress have on our health? How can you reduce stress in your life? 

What do you think is the most serious health problem in Poland? What can/should be done about it? 

What do you think of the health service in Poland? How could it be improved? 

What do you do to relax after working hard or experiencing other challenging or stressful situations? 

In what ways are mind and body connected? Can you give some examples from your own experience? 

Do you think a mother is a better "stay at home parent" than a father? Why or why not? Does the age of 

the children matter? 

Do you think technological advances are always good or can they sometimes be harmful? Explain your 

answer. 

What do you think is the worst invention of the mankind and why do you think that? 

Should music lyrics be rated similar to the way movies are rated? Why or why not? 

What is your favorite form of Pop Culture (books, movies, music, etc.) and why? 


