
 

 

THE NEW FEMINIST IS MALE 

Feminism is a misunderstood word. Even Marissa Mayer, the CEO of Yahoo, describes feminists as 

“militant” and having a “chip on the shoulder.” Off-putting as that sounds, both those descriptions are 

true. In 1968, 400 American women gathered outside the Miss America pageant in Atlantic City, New 

Jersey, to protest against enforced standards of femininity. They marched, held up posters, and threw 

pots, pans, aprons, false eyelashes and other female items into a “freedom trash can” to symbolically rid 

themselves of the constraints society placed on them. So, yes, feminism has a history of militancy. 

As for the chip on the shoulder, feminists have that too. That is because feminists are underdogs; and 

like underdogs everywhere, they take umbrage easily. What is distressing is the number of young 

women who hesitate to embrace feminism, while enjoying its benefits. These are young college girls 

who enjoy the benefits that women before them have fought. Yet they hesitate to identify themselves 

with the movement. 

Feminism needs to rid itself of its militancy in order to make it palatable to more young women. There is 

one way to do this: through men. Male involvement is necessary to legitimize and popularize the 

feminist movement. Hence the question: Are you a male feminist? 

Earlier this year, 25 men in India wore skirts to protest the New Delhi gang rape; and the suggestion that 

it was the way women dressed that attracted sexual assault. When asked if any of the men consider 

themselves feminists, many said “yes.” 

The man who co-organized the protest with his girlfriend echoed the views of most of these men. 

“Feminism means equality,” he said. “Treating women equally means that both the good and bad 

treatment are done away with. One should not restrict a woman from opening a door. She has every 

right to.” 

I quite enjoy men opening doors for me, even though I consider myself a feminist. On the one hand, you 

can consider gestures such as opening the door for a lady to be small courtesies. On the other, they feed 

into the “man saving woman” idea that is the hallmark of most Disney movies and children’s stories 

ranging from Cinderella to Snow White. Why should men save women? Why can’t a woman take care of 

herself? 

M.V. Rajeev Gowda, a professor at the Indian Institute of Management, is more cautious and reflects the 

view of many men I know. Although he is committed to the principles of gender equality, he says, he 

would hesitate to proclaim himself a feminist because “it seems like a loaded term with an element of 

confrontation built into it.” Gowda has organized protests against moral policing and wants to correct 



women’s under-representation in politics. “There are many people, especially men, who through their 

quiet actions and support for women’s rights…are true feminists without the combative edge.” 

I know scores of men like this—fathers, sons and brothers. These are men who would hesitate to call 

themselves feminists even if they behave as if they are. This then is the way forward. Men aren’t the 

enemy; they are allies. In order for feminism to continue to be relevant, men need to be part of the 

movement and the conversation. We need their help to take the negative edge off this term. We need 

men to make feminism cool. 

Are you a male feminist? 

- Published in the Wall Street Journal, written by Shoba Narayan. 

 

DAD WEARS SKIRT IN SOLIDARITY WITH HIS 5-YEAR-OLD SON 

When it comes to supporting his son's 

unconventional wardrobe, Nils Pickert 

talks the talk and walks the walk. 

The German dad said that he wears 

women's clothes (including nail polish) 

to help his 5-year-old son feel good 

about going out in dresses and skirts. 

A picture of Pickert and his little boy, 

sporting matching red clothes -- dad in a 

long skirt, son in a spaghetti-strap dress 

-- has been making the Internet rounds, 

inspiring enough positive feedback to 

cancel out a thousand sideways looks and gender marketing fails. 

Pickert says that in the small town where he lives, his son's dress choices are seen as everybody's 

business -- and when it comes to standing up for his son, he's determined to show, not just tell. He 

writes: 

Yes, I’m one of those dads who try to raise their children equal. I’m not one of 

those academic daddies that ramble about gender equality during their studies and 

then, as soon as a child’s in the house, still relapse into those fluffy gender roles. 

Thus I am, I know that by now, part of the minority that makes a fool of themselves 

from time to time. Out of conviction. 



Pickert is not the only parent to speak up for a child whose dress preferences stand out from the norm. 

American mom Cheryl Kilodavis, who wrote the picture book My Princess Boy about her son Dyson, was 

on television to discuss the importance of accepting children for who they are -- no matter what they 

wear. "Sooner or later my hope is that the world will embrace the uniqueness that is really within all of 

us," she said. 

Pickert says that he chose to become the "role model" he knew his son needed. Chances are his actions 

will set an example not just for kids, but for parents, too. 

- Published in the Huffington Post, no author listed. 

 

Find the word(s) that best match the definition provided from the two articles. 

1. To seem angry all the time because you think you have been treated (expression).  

2. Provoking uneasiness or dislike. 

3. A limitation or restriction. 

4. A person who has little status in society. 

5. Offense or annoyance. 

6. Acceptable or satisfactory. 

7. Declare something one considers important. 

8. An indefinitely large number. 

9. To talk or write endlessly, usually without a point. 

10. A firmly held belief or opinion. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


