
LAND MANAGEMENT WORKSHEETS  

 

 
 
When considering resources within a planning area, consider the following five factors:  
 

1. Indicators. Identify factors that describe resource condition such as ambient pollutant level, 
visibility, and fire regime condition class. Indicators should be quantitative whenever 
possible.  

 
2. Current Condition. Describe the location and current condition of the resource in the 

planning area. Condition can be determined by comparing the value of indicator(s) to an 
established standard (current plan goal or objective). The scale of the analysis may extend 
beyond the immediate planning area boundary and encompass a logical landscape (the 
analysis area). For instance, the analysis can occur at different levels such as by watershed, 
geographic area, or region.  

 
3. Trends. Describe the degree and direction of change between the present and some point 

in the past. Explain whether the trend is moving toward or away from the current desired 
condition based on the indicators. Also describe the drivers or agents of change. Note that 
for some resources, a desired condition has not been established or there will not be 
enough information to describe trends. When describing trends, note whether the trend is 
based on quantitative or qualitative information. For example, the trend for ambient 
pollutant levels most likely can be described from a quantitative standpoint; that is, based 
on changes in levels of criteria pollutants over time as recorded in published data. For other 
resources where data are not available, a qualitative approach would be used.  

 
4. Forecast. Predict changes in the condition of resources given current management. Describe 

the agents of the anticipated change.  
 

5. Key features. Describe the geographic location, distribution, areas or types of resource 
features that should guide land use allocation or management decisions. For example, 
certain areas may be particularly important to special status species habitat, or some soil 
types may be better able to support certain land uses than others. 
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VOCABULARY 

 

agents of change 
ambient pollutant level 
boundary 
critical habitat 
ecological issues 
ecoregion 

erodability 
fragmentors 
fragmentation 
grasslands 
map symbology  
patches 

planning area 
quantitative/qualitative 
information  
sagebush 
slope 
watershed/wetland 

 

 

 


